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OIL BURNER FINED j
FOR POLLUTING BAY

!F. S. Ends First Prosecution
Against Vessels for DischargingPetroleum.

(IKAVE FIRE MENACE!
.

Practice Hurts Bathing Ke-
sorts and Drives Fish Far

Out to Sea.
I

What Is said to be the first prosecu-
tlon by the Government Against vessel*
which pollute the waters of Xew York
harbor by discharging oil wo3 completed
yesterday when .fudge Iwarned Hand
In the United States District Court 1m-

posed a fine of 32.K) against flte steam- j
ship Santa Tecla, an oil burning vessel
of the W. R. Grace Steamship Company.
This was the minimum fine called for

by the statute, tho maximum of which
to 12.500.
The Santa Tecla, while docked at

Pier 33, South Brooklyn, In February,
.1930. was being supplied with oil for
fuel when the tank overflowed through
the carelessness of an attendant, and a

considerable amount of oil was spilled
Into the water of the 'harbor. Captain
Campbell, Supervisor of the Harbor.
made the complaint on which the suit
was brought and Assistant United States
Attorney Mary R. Towle prosecuted the
case for the Government. 1
The question of the waste oil which is

discharged from vessels In the harbor
has long been discussed by fire preventionmen, and at various times has receivedconsiderable attention. Complaintsfrom resorts all along the Ix>ng
Island and New Jersey coast have been
registered i*aeh your and various plana
hove been advanced to remedy the condition.This is the first case which the
Government has prosecuted in the matter
of harbor pollution by oil burning and
cargo vessels. Fire Chief John Kenlon
reocntiv derlm-ed the amount of oil flout-
ins: on the waters of the harbor constituteda grave Are menace to New York,
Brooklyn and New Jersey.

Action to effect Congressional legis)«tionof a more stringent nature to preventthe discharge of oil into the waters
of the harbor was taken by an associationlast summer and ivas headed by
Health Commissioner Royal 9. Copeland.
An inspection of the waters about the
city showed that the quantity of oil
flouting on the surface of the rivers and
fr.arbor was considerable and not only
constituted a Are menace but was doing
damage along the coast resorts. In
some resorts bathers emerged from tho
surf covered with black tarllke surfaces
of oil, which had been washed in from
oil burning and oil carrying ships.

In writing his opinion on the case

Judge Hand held that the petroleum
was Inflammable, and consequently
within the meaning of the Government
Statute which prohibits the dumping of
"obstructive or injurious substances"
Into the harbor waters. In his opinion
Judge Hand wrote in part: "Petroleum
floating on top of the water is highly
Inflammable and there have been seriousfires in this harbor caused by its
presence alone. I hold that petroleum
Is within the meaning of the Governmentstatute."
Tn imposing the minimum ftno Judge

Hand said he did so because this was
the first case of Its kind and that the
amount of oil discharged by the Santa
Tecla had been slight, and therefore
the minimum fine was sufficient. Expertshave declared that the consider-
able amount of oil which was being
dumped into the waters of the harbor
and ocean was responsible for the poor
catches of fish at the fishing gTounds,
the fish being driven to sea by the
floating oil.

MILLER LAUGHS AT REBATE.
Baa Received No Challenge From

Gov. Allen.

Albany, Nov. 26. . Gov. Miller
laughed but reserved decision when
asked to-dav if he would accent the
offer of the Illinois Manufacturers Associationto debate the St. Lawrence
ship canal proposition with Gov. Allen
of Kansas.

"I received a telegram from the
Manufacturers Association to-day In
which they offered me a "fair ring,' but
I have not had any challenge from
Gov. Allen or any other persons," the
Governor said.
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SEVERITY OF ARMY
SENTENCES SHOWN

Military Convicts in LeavenworthOutnumber Civilian2 to 1.

PRISON HEADS SILENCED

Instructed by Washington to
Say Nothing About YoungbloodCharges.

Special Zexpat'h to The N"mv Yobk Hmui.d.
Lraunworth. Kan., Nov. 26..Thai

Hoy Youngblood, Omaha, had a basis'
for his statement that scores of men are
held wrongfully in the United State*
penitentiary here was neither deuied nor
affirmed to-day by prison officials, who
have been Instructed by lite Department
of Justice to issue no statements f.-r
publication.

According to a comparison of ho
prison "count" or population. Yourv,blood'sstatement regarding the severity
of court-martial sentences is correct. Of
thc 2,014 inmates held in the Federal
nenitentla'y 649 are military prisoners
There arc 122 of thc military prisoners
under life sentence. "nly "».ri of the
civilian prisoners are "lifers," a ratio of
more than two to one with the military
prisoners holding the undesirable end.

Cases of military prisoners now confinedin the Federal penitentiary here
and in thc United States disciplinary
barracks at Fort Leavenworth were reviewedrecently for a direct report to
the Department of Justice, but «no
definite action has resulted, according to
"outside" friends of the military prisoners.

D. It. Anthony, Jr., Representative
:rom the First Congressional district of
Kansas, In which the Federal penitentiaryIs located, recently introduced the
resolution in the House of Representativescalling on the Secretary of War to
furnish to the House full information In
rcgnrd to the cases of thc Houston militaryprisoners who'were tried by courtmartialfor being implicated in th-*
Houston, Texas, riot August 23. 1917.

tences ranging; from fifteen years to life.
The Anthony resolution Indicates that
the evidence before the court which
tried the men would not show direct
participation of all of thorn in the riot.
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! md that It probably would be found pTlthat some of the soldiers now confined p I
here under severe sentences were found * *

guilty merely because they were absent
from roll call on the evening of the riot.
Tn addition the resolution asks what

steps the War Department is taking or
has taken toward determining the justiceof the severe penalty Inflicted upon
the former soldiers. a,.f
Mr. Anthony. It Is said, discussed the

matter with Secretary of War Weeks j

and urged an Investigation in the cases '
tvtlh a view to clemency. The Congressmanalso told Secretary Weeks
that the conduct of these soldiers since
their incarceration in the Leavenworth
penal institution under life sentence had
with one or two exceptions been model
and that on several occasions, when the ri"

good order of the penitentiary was serl- five
ously threatened by riots and disturb- shor
ances by the I. W. W. and other unruly
Inmates, the former aoldlers had in
every instance rallied to the aid of the Brui
officers In maintaining discipline. T1
Voungblood's statement undoubtedly is

baaed principally on hla own personal
cxporlencc. augmented by his contact war'

with other military prisoners. Young- *"
blood and four of hla ariny buddies- twee

George van Glider, Toledo; James' B. And
Richards, Denton. Tex.: James J. Odell, twlc
Comanche, Odin . and Carl B. Bryan, two
McConneii. Tenn..were vindicated after T1
serving more than one year-under court- are

martial sentences of life imprisonment. E. £
. wan

$2,000,000 FIRE CUTS ,Jr\
SWATH IN AUGUSTA, GA. "it

resit

Aiken Apparatus Makes Fast
Run to Be of Help. Tre£

D

Ai ousta, Nov. 2H..Nearly a half of a
block of Broad street, and the entire .

eastern side of a block of Jackson street,
both in the centre of Augusta's business! a";
section, worn destroyed by lire early to- *;" *

tlay with a total losa of about 12,000,000. J.,
The fire started about 2 o'clock ntj "JJackson and Broad streets and was not ,

controlled until daylight, after Are lie-
partments from Savannah, Atlanta, Ma- 8ma

con, Columbia, Charleston. Aiken and *
Waynesboro had been summoned. Tre:

The Aiken department was the only mcJ?
one to arrive In time to aid the Augusta
flro fighters, the other departments 19°*

reaching here after the Are had been to '

checked or were Intercepted en route, ll'in
Chief Aldrlcli and the men of the Aiken
department made the twenty-three mile Bru:
run to this city In twenty-five minutes to t
and Joined the Augusta force at a time all
when It appeared that a large portion of and
the business section was doomed. Th
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500,000 Due State in In «wn p*
control

crest on Its Funds, It Is success

Charged. s ?i
tored ii
large a

rinuvtkld, 111., Nov. 26 (Associated >wn Pr

is)..Suits for accounting against lion °Jmoved
former State Treasurers, alleging ;in(j ^
tages of $2,500,000, were started to- and int

by Attorney-Oeneral Edward J. 1 mine
t of hi"

R S bill fur
10 suits cover the six terms preced- a p.ialn
that of the present Treasurer, Ed- to cont
11 E. Miller, and arc directed against that arl
ttate Treasurers who held office be- over to
mi 1 #09 and 1021. State Auditor1 carried
rew Russell, who was Treasurer In the
e Ju.ing the period, is defendant in Mono
suit?. the boi
le other former Treasurers involved: as the
Gov. Len Small, Lieut.-Gov. Fred states,
Sterling, William Ryan, Jr., and Ed- Curth
X E. Mitchell. pretend
ie Small, Sterling and Russell suits "Grant
i (lied In the Sangamon County Cir- which
Court at Springfield, their official exist,

fence. Suits against Ryan and A lai
hell wore to be filed to-day in Cook througl
ity. Bondsmen of all the former In note
usurers were made tfefendants.
Isclosures made through the investi- Ms
on of the State Treasury, which rerdin indictment of Gov. Small,
it.-Gov. Sterling and Vernon Curtis,
ting associate of Gov. Small, last

furnished the evidence on which
civil suits were based, the Attorney-
eral's office announced,
be Sangamon county Grand Jury lr.y,which ended In the Indictment of
11, Sterling and Curtis, was the be-
ilng of a searching investigation Into
isury affairs lasting for weeks and
ths, according to the Brundage office.! ,

sing back to enactment of the law of ^which required the State Treasurer
leposlt money received by him in
ois bank® that would pay the high-
rate of Interest, Attorney-General
ndage and his Investigators are said
lave made an exhaustive search of
["reasury records relating to deposits
loans and interest earnings,
is law was in operation until the WAg
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measure requiring the treas- > Co., Chicago packers, and tl

loan State money to the highest charges that Curtis collected a

st bidder became effective this mataly |2,000,000 interest fit)
packers.

Gov. Sterling is defendant in These particulars of the civil si

which alleges that 110,009,000 of similar to and cover the same <

sonsy alleged to have been used m*do in the criminal cases i

asursr Lon Small and the late against Small and Sterling, and

Kdwnrd C. Curtis for their who is a brother of i

isonal profit continued under the Curtis, whose death occurred in

of Curtis after Sterling, Small's
or, became treasurer. All of the bills clnrge that tl

bill alleges that shortly after former treasurers made only t

became trmsurer in 1#17 he en-
each ®n Interest earnings

no a scheme with Curtis to use thelr terms; that the interest a.

lums of State money for their ,were not "emized but submil

ivate gain. Small, at the explra- j lurnp 8U,T,s.

his term, the bill continues, re-. _ _...

from the treasurer's office books STATE G. 0. P. SPENT $24
cords relating to deposits, loans
creet earnings. j Cost of Recent Campaign «!i

diately upon the oommenccment low the Receipts,
term as treasurer Sterling the Albant> Nov. 2|._Thc Bum of
ther alleges, became & party to ...

through which the money was WM spent by the New York Rep
Inue under the control of Curtis. State Committee in the recent cai

Idlttonal sums were to be turned according to the statement file
> him and that tho scheme was l*l° Secretary of State to-day. F

out, to the personal profit of all w*re $250 greater than disburse:

alleged plot. Senator William M. Oalder, CF
w tliim bandied was carried on IFepew, William II.
}ka In an account characterized E- t harlos M- saD

"safe fund" in order, the bill contributed $500.
to conceal the real facts.

j, according' to the billl, issued ADMIRAL WILK1 TO BOS

led certificates of deposit in the Washington, Nov. 26..Rear J
Park Bank," an institution Henry A. Wiley, who has been a

the prosecution declared did not to the Naval War College at N
R. 1., has been assigned to relle\

ge part of the money handled Admiral Gleaves as commandant
l the arrangement was invested first naval district and of the nai

s of Armour & Co. ad Swift &' at Boston.
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.f'The WARDEN IS BEATEN
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March, | oners to-night escaped from the Olou|eester county jail hero after attackingfive
wo re- ant* hMttinf Warden Harry Alager into

durlnc unconsciousness. Two of the prisoners
ccountH
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had been sentenced to long terms In the
State prison at Trenton.
The Jail delivery occurred when Mr.

Mager prepared to look up the prisoners
for the night. One of the four, he said, i '

struck him on the head with a pipe. On
quitting the jail, however, tlicy locksd
the door, preventing the escape of th«
other prisoners.

Shortly after the attack an alarm was
sounded by Mr. Mager's wife. Several
automobiles filled with volunteers
started In pursuit of the fugitives.
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